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organisations concerning their participation in the EMAS system. Brussels, Belgium

ECAP workshop on environmental labels and

: : f v . regional initiatives to promote environmental
More information on ClubEMAS is available here : compliance for SMEs

http://www.clubemas.cat/index_eng.html The seminar schedule will be soon available on the ECAP

seminars registration website http://www.rso.it/ecap

3-4 June 2009

Linz, Austria

Austrian EMAS Conference 2009

More information is available at
http://www.emas.qv.at/article/articleview /72878 /1/16773

12 May 2009

Brussels, Belgium . »
European EMS-Forum & Environmental Verifier Day
Organised by VNU (Verband fiir nachhaltiges Umweltmanage-
ment e.V.): http://www.vnu ev.de/content_public/p_down

Aufz/2009/090512_EMSF_Programme.pdf

Report

The EMAS Club
project lands in Italy.
The experience of
two regions
compared.

Sectors Registrations

EMASCIlub

After the Spanish ClubEMAS experience (see last
page of this Newsletter), the success of the EMAS Emilia Romagna is the Italian region most
Club initiative has continued in another Mediterra- involved in environmental sustainability
nean country. In two Italian Regions, an EMAS Club and with the highest number of

is the outcome of two different approaches. eco-efficient enterprises: 19% of Italian
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These clubs aimed at promoting the efforts of EMAS registered
enterprises and organisations. The initiative has four primary
objectives for organisations with EMAS and Ecolabel:

» More visibility;
» Stronger communication;
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the regional enterprises share their involvement with local institutions
and authorities and with the Region. By promoting it within the
Ministry for Environment and the National Committee for Ecolabel
and Ecoaudit, the Region tried to disseminate and support the advan-
tages of the certification of environmental performance and sustain-
able products.

» More active relationships between the regional system and other

stakeholders;

* A competent and authoritative network of organisations in the
field of Sustainable Production and Consumption.

The advantage of the EMAS Club in Emilia Romagna is that

Case study

More information on the Italian initiatives is available here:

EMAS Club: http://www.tecnologiepulite.it/html/template.asp?id=30

Network tandem: http://www.provincia.bologna.it/emas/Engine/
RAServePG.php/P/251611190705

Cartesio Network: http://www.retecartesio.it

EMAS Club Veneto: An example of
go-aheadism and self initiative

Cradle of a myriad of small and
medium enterprises, famous for its
entrepreneurial skills and industri-
ousness and an important engine
of the much-celebrated “made in
Italy”, organisations in Region
Veneto are showing their enthusi-
asm in implementing EMAS. The
Veneto Region is the fourth in Italy
as regards the number of EMAS-
registered organisations (58 of
963 in January 2009). The founda-
tion of the EMAS Club Veneto is a
clear example of this dynamism.

The EMAS Club Veneto project was the
initiative of Daniele Pernigotti, consul-
tant and university professor, involved
in environmental manage-
ment systems. In response to a
questionnaire the EMAS registered
organisations indicated their

Interview

Galvene S.p.A.: why we went for EMAS

Galvene S.p.A. belongs to the group
Zincol Italia S.p.A., the market leader in
Italy in the zinc-coating sector. The
company is among the first in Veneto
that joined the EMAS Club initiative in
the Region. Aware that environmental
protection is rather an opportunity than
a burden, and that the implementation
of a good environmental management
system has numerous advantages, it
registered for EMAS in April 2007.
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disappointment with the inadequate
visibility and substance of environ-
mental policies promoted in the
territory. After an initial meeting, EMAS
Club Veneto was founded in November
2007 and currently more than half of the
registered organisations take part in it.
They meet every 2-3 months in order to
develop actions that:

« aim to promote both the image of
the organisations involved and the
EMAS logo.
spreading the know-how acquired in
creating the Club to support other
regions (at the moment Region Friuli
Venezia Giulia, Trentino Alto Adige
and Puglia)
raise awareness among public
authorities and institutions, with the
objective that these facilitate and
lighten the bureaucratic burden for
organisations implementing EMAS.

The company’s Managing Director,
Giorgio Montresor, and the Environ-
mental Manager, Giulia Bezzi, are very
enthusiastic about the EMAS Club: “The
EMAS regulation requires a company to
be transparent in its communications
with the public. It is absurd that the
public does not know of this certifica-
tion”. When Galvene decided to imple-
ment EMAS, it wanted to gain more
visibility and recognition. What it

EMAS Club Veneto tries to align its style
to that of the first Italian EMAS Club
initiated by Region Emilia Romagna in
order to create a critical mass across the
entire country.

To summarise: the EMAS Club in Emilia
Romagna was initiated by a Region in
order to support organisations that
voluntarily decided to go for EMAS. The
EMAS Club Veneto was started by
private consultants and is supported by

registered organisa-
tions. In both cases ¢1ﬁns
the EMAS Clubs in 2
Italy confirm that b )
R -l
these initiatives gy
meet the interest of w

those involved and
their influence is

steadily expanding.

More information on the initiative in
Veneto is available here:
www.clubemasveneto.it

Email: Mr. Daniele Pernigotti:
info@aequilibria.com

Club

gained in the EMAS club was the oppor-
tunity to meet other organisations. It
encouraged them to lobby among their
peers, “to make EMAS a place of
thought and more visible to their
environmental stakeholders”. For the
future, Galvene wishes to make EMAS
even more promotable - “an added
value, a proof of our enterprise’s
involvement and efforts towards
sustainable development”.

Best practice

EMAS Network in Austria:
“Eco-efficiency: experience exchange”

The “eco-efficiency experience exchange”,
initiated and promoted by the Austrian
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water Management, is
intended to support organisations imple-
menting EMAS by promoting the spread of
more in-depth, specialist knowledge and
encouraging the exchange of practice-
oriented approaches in order to maintain
and improve a company-specific environ-
mental management system.

To this end, workshops with specific
thematic focuses are organised three times
a year and take place in EMAS registered
organisations. Between 2003 and 2008,
more than 150 EMAS organisations and
companies actively participated in these
workshops.

Best practice

Main objective of the initiative is to
promote open communication and good
cooperation between the participating
EMAS organisations and representatives
from the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment and Water Manage-
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ment and Umweltbundesamt (Austrian
Environment Agency), as well as experts
from the environment sector.

Eco-efficiency workshop in Leoben/Donawitz (Austria) at
voestalpine Schienen GmbH

LIFE - Environment Project - NEST Networking with EMAS
for Sustainable Development

The NEST project (2005 - 2007) sought to
introduce EMAS into ten small and under-

resourced municipalities and cities across
Europe: three in Poland, four in Hungary
and three in Greece. Kirklees Metropoli-

tan Council, with a well developed EMAS
system in place since 2003, was acting as a
benchmark for the other partners. Six
municipalities achieved a successful external
verification during the project.

The project provided the opportunity to
further develop and refine capacity-
building materials used to guide munici-
palities in implementing EMAS. The evolv-
ing methodology employed was sufficiently
robust to allow municipalities to go success-
fully through the process and achieve
verification and registration. A step by step
procedure ensured that all key elements of
the EMAS regulation were met. Standard
templates were provided for procedures,
the environmental statement and also for
the most common direct effects, in order to

encourage the use of good practicein
standard areas, such as an authority’s own
transport, energy, waste or purchasing
activities, and help authorities choose
solutions which are known to have
succeeded elsewhere to reduce their
environmental impact. Thus, municipalities
could concentrate on their major environ-
mental impacts, such as those arising from
spatial planning, transport planning or
housing policies.

More information on the project is available
on the website of the NEST project:
http://www.emasnetwork.org/en/project
info




